Case Study:
Sidelined!
Twelve-year-old Aiden loved soccer. That’s
why it was sheer torture for him to miss even
a minute of recess. All morning long, he
waited for the chance to escape his classroom
and run to the field outside his school to play
during lunchtime. Unfortunately, today
Aiden was late for recess because he had
“lunch duty” and it was his responsibility to
make sure the tables were clean after
everyone had eaten.
When he was finished, Aiden dashed to the soccer field. Dismayed, he discovered that
the other boys had already started and were in the middle of a close game.
“Which team should I be on?” Aiden asked one of the boys.
The boy responded curtly, “Neither. Take a seat.”
Another boy said, “Yeah. The game’s too close.” Several other boys snickered and then
ran off after the ball.
Aiden felt a rush of warmth spread from the middle of his chest to the center of his face.
He didn’t know exactly how he felt. Was it pain? Disappointment? Rejection? Anger?
Whatever the feeling, it was not good and Aiden knew he needed to do something about
it.
Discussion Questions:
1. Identify the six main components of Crick and Dodge’s (1994, 1996) socialinformation processing model.
2. If Aiden was a boy with a history of reactive aggression, what sort of biases might he
show in his social information processing?
3. If Aiden was a boy with a history of proactive aggression, what sort of biases might
he show in his social information processing?
4. After Aiden enacts his solution to this social problem, how does the social informationprocessing model repeat itself?
5. If you were Aiden’s therapist, how might you use Problem-Solving Skills Training
(PSST) to help him avoid conflicts with peers?
Reference:

Crick, N.R., & Dodge, K.A. (1994). A review and reformulation of social informationprocessing mechanisms in children's social adjustment. Psychological Bulletin, 115, 74101.
Crick, N.R., & Dodge, K.A. (1996). Social information-processing mechanisms in
reactive and proactive aggression. Child Development, 67, 993-1002.

Weis, R. (2017). Introduction to Abnormal Child and Adolescent Psychology, Third
Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

